( 633 ] 


Numb. 159 


EVV 


02) a Os ia > 


Sos AT 


— 


OfRosT sHek 


BRITISH NATION. 


Cuelday, February 17, 


1708. 


Am unwilling to burthen you with 
long dwelling upon one Subjeét, know - 
ing the Temper of the Town, and for 

thatRea(on} have left the fartherParticulars, 
by which I could have entertain’d you on the 
Subjeét of the Eft. India Prohibition, tu a 
facther Time—— | think that Affair is fo 
plain, that “tis rather to be wonder’d at, 
that any of our E2/t-/ndis Company Gentle- 
men could entertain a Thought of getting 
it repealed, than that the Parliament fhould 
crufh that Motion in its Beginning 
But “tis a Proof, that Men, who purtue 
their own abftratted Intereft, feldom ex- 
mine their own Schemes, by the good or 
evil Effeéts which may influence their 
Country —— And the Refult is plain, that 
fuch Men are therefore to be guarded againft 
as carefully as the worft Enemy. 


I return now to my firft Foundation, 
from whence I-drew this Argument, viz. 
That as by the Accident of the War, our 
Trade has felt new Revolutions and Con- 
vulfions ; fo in order to prevent the il] Con- 
fequences of the War upon our general 
Commerce, we ought to ftudy to give ic 
new Turns, and make one Part Amends out 
of the Ruin of another. 

Here I might give you a new Scene of 
Commerce, in feveral Articles, which may 
turn to our Advantages and J'll begin with 
two material Points in Foreign Trade—And 
I confefs, our not taking hold of the Ad- 
vantages offer’d us in both, is one of the 
greatelt Tokens of our prefent Iafatuation, 
that I can give Juftances of, and thefe are 
our Trades to Spain aad Newfound: Land. 


A 
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A mighty Work has been made here ip 
Parliament and out of Parliament, in Pam- 
phiets and in our Difcourfes, of the exceed- 
ing, Value of our Newfound-Land Trade; 
mighty Murmurs have been raifed at fuffer- 
ing the French co infult us there, and of the 
Negle& of our Officers and ce pesca io 
feizing and fecuring the little Colonies plant- 
ed there for our Fifhing ; and vaft Calcula- 
tions we have had laid before us of the Be- 
nefic of that Trade, the Shipping it would 
employ, the Seamen it would breed up, 
and the Trade it would make there—And 
1 fhall not enter here into the ill-natur’d 
Particulars— Perhaps the Complaints have 
not all beén without Caufe— Our Gentie- 
men of the Sea have not been the Men of 
the leaft Faults; but that is rot the Buti- 
nefs here; we have Clamourers enough, and 
Noife enough made; I wifh Men would ra- 
ther pufh their Complaints into legal Pro- 
fecutions, as the Famaica Men do now in th: 
Cafe of Commedore Xerr, than be ever 
railing about Generals and Umiverfals, and 
never come 2o Pafiiculars. 

Buc I am nota going totell you who are 
Kn—s; will you bear with me to tell you 
whoare F—s? And in this perhaps I may 
be plainer than you can bear—Have pot loft 
the Newfound-Land Trade? —Shall I fay, 
I with it were not only loft to you, but en- 
tirely deftroy’d, and would GOD in his 
Providence forbid zhe Fifh coming to the 
Banks, you ought to petition her Majefty 
for a Proceffion to St. Pauis, and a Day of 
Thank(giving for fo fignal a Bleffing. 

Whar is this mad. Masa doing now, fays 
another? OurNemfound--Land Trade is voted 
in Parligment to be of great Confequence 
to the Nation 3 our Enemies, ic is apparent, 
make themfelves rich out of it, they employ 
great Numbers of Ships and Men, and we 
might eafily take it from them, and make it 
ourown; and he is for deftroying it! the 
Man is turn’d to the Enemy; he writes for 
the French, and che like, 

Well, Gentlemen, go on— But I tnall 
foon make out what I fay, will you look 
round you? —Have you no Place in the 
World to make your felyes Amends forthis 
remote, difficult and hazardous Trade ? — 
What think you of an EQUIVALENT? 


The Word is almoft made a Peculiar to us, 
fince alate Tranfa@tion, likethe Word Ab- 
dication upon the Revolution— Well, now 
for an Equivalent to the Newfound- Land 
Trade. Pray, Gentlemen, will you re- 
member, that there wasa Nation io the 
World cafl’d Scotland And when we 
were pertwading the Scots to unite with us, 
and told them, what fine Things they might 
get by it, among the reft, none made fo much 
Noife among you asthe Fifhery. 

I confefs, I was more filent in the Mat- 
ter of the Fifhery, than any Body 3 and tho’ 
I was induftrious to my Power in laying be- 
fore the Scots the real Advantages ef Trade 
by the Unioo, yet I was mever verg full of 
the Fifhery, zod if I muft tell you the 
Truth, it was becaufe I was never for of- 
fering Maginary Advantages to the Scots. 
but real Ones ; of which, | hope, they will 
find the Benefit. 

And thall I tell you why I was not fo fond 
of the Fifhery there, as to raile Arguments 
from it, tourgethe Union upon the Scots; 
my Reafons are plain, tho’ perbaps not fo 
well natur'das you may expeat. 


1. I fee a great many Impra@icables in 
the Way of the great Advantages, 
which we are told, rhe Herring- Fithing 
might rife to, and I do believe, Sub- 
fcriptions, Companies, and Stocks put 
into it, would all be ineffeQum); that 
the Scots do already carry that Trade 
an the beft Way it can be done, and 
within a fmall Matter to che ful Ex- 
tent itcan be improvedto, unlefs ome 
Obftacles were removed, which it is 
not in the Power of all eur Proje&ors 
to overcome 5 and if any Man, that is 
ofa contrary Opinion, will be pleafed 
nev me aipekd bis Reafons, } will not 
ailto give him, as far as i 
and a eal Anfwer. rig tg 

2. Idid not urge this, as] fay above, be- 
caufe in the ather Parc of their Fifhing 
which J] alow. may be improv’d, yet t 
am fatisfy’d, it cannot be done without 
the Concarrence of Englifh Stocks, and 
Englife Application ; and I never had 
Experience esough of our Forward- 
nefs to open our own Eyes, or our 
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Zeal 3 to make good our Pretences, to 
Ppromife much tor my own Country 
that Way. 

“ndeed, ifit wasa National Concern, I 
would hope, the Government would 
keep Faith ; butas to Promifes meerly 
popular, uolefs you will affure the 
Worl, that you always purfue your 
own Jutereft, he muff be a mad Man, 
that will promite foryou. when a tne 
fame time *cis evident, that you aét a- 
gainft the true IntereX of your owa 
Trade in almoft every Article of ir. 


But when Lam telling you of Scotland, as 
to the Whice-Fifhing, | am telling you of 
‘omething, which pernaps every Body does 
aotknew, and few will be willing to be- 
lieve, and therefore I fhall bea little parti- 
Cular mic. 

Tknow but one Offence J can commit in 
puriuing this Argument, and chat isin cell- 
ing you here, you my hoth advantage your 
f=lves, and atthe lame time enrich Scosdand, 
and thereby exoole thst wicked Principle, 
too much (preading among us, and propaga- 
ting more and more every Day, (Viz-) That 
we muft not make the Scers too rich. 

Iconfefs, when I had the Happinefs to 
fee the Union with Scorland effected. in 


which J count it my Homour t0 bave bd fine 
little Share, anda fecoud Kind of Honour the 
Ihave bad here no Thank for my Pains s 1 
fay, when I faw this Union concluded, tT 
was io Hopes, we fhould for che future have 
taken the People of Scotlund for our own, 
counted their Wealch our own Profperity, 
and made their Profperity ovr Concern. 

But fince an extraordinary Temper is 
prevailing among us, to alter thefe jutt 
Notions, [ do not know, but the Vein of 
this Splenetick Blood may run fo high, that 
we will not get Money our felves, becaule 
the Scots muft be Gainers with us—— And 
this indeed may de one mighty OhieAinn 
againft what lam upon. 

Remove this, and Vil anfwer for it, there 
can be out one Realon more, why we fhould 
not remove all our Newfound. Land Trade 
to the N. Weft of Scotlana— The Fifh is the 
fame, the Voyage fhorter, the Shore better, 
the Curing eafier, and the Quantity as 
great— Rut what is this Objettion, fays 
one now ? Oh, a very material One in- 
deed, *tis a Party Caufe, and why not 
Parties in our Trade, as well as in ovr 
Religion 3 “tis a ftrong Objeétion, Presby. 
terian Fifh! This is the Matter, and if this 
can beremoved, IdefieMenand Devils to 
raife another. 


MiscELLANEA. 


Cannot but obferve, that among tne ma- 

ny Complaints prefented to the Parlia- 
‘nent for Regulation, we have a great 
Noile made againit the Carbling-Office— — 
I thal ‘ay very little to it, but by Way of 
Allegory, which perhaps may be ufeful e- 
nough in its Kind — 

The Garbling-Office is an ancient Thing 
praétifed in the firft Ages of Trade, ard 
confirm’d ia the Mayor and Commonalty of 
the City of London, by the statute, ! Facob, 
and is to appoint Infpe€ion to be made in- 
te feveral Sorts of Goods, more particular. 
ly fubiect ro Frauds, Mixtures and taife 
Package, in order to cleanie them, and 
moke them Merchantable, and to preierve 
fair and jult Dealing beiween buyer ane 
Seller. 


i have not much to fay toit, hut this s ic 
oas in al] Ages been thought a moft necel- 
fary Law, and all the Complaints I ever 
met with againft it,have been only the fame, 
that lie againft moft of our wholefome 
Laws, vize That they are not vigorovily 
executed. 

I fhall not fay, but that our Age being 
grown fo much honetter than our Fathers, 
and our Merchants fo wuch fairer Dealers 
than their Predecetfors, Cujus contrarium 
verum eft, we may have lefs need or ‘uct 
an Office than they had. 

Nor wil) | make an Anfwer in Behalf of 
the Garhlers, 1 know not who they are, tothe 
mighty Obje€tions of their Oppofers, tho’ J 
think it the ealieft Thiog in the World to 
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do it—— Bot this I muft fay, that io ny 
Opinion, with all poffible Submiflion to the, 
Vote of rhe Houle, to pall down the Fence 
of chis Law from Trade, is to lay our Com- 
merce open to all Manner of Frauds, and 
may, Thad almoft faid muff, in Time tink 
the Reputation of our Goods in all Places— 
When they fhall be fold full of Soil, Un- 
found and \Wamerchantabte. 

Lown, I much wonder’d in fume of their 
Papers to ice an Argument brought agajnft 
garbling cr cleaning our Gouds, becaufe 
the Dutchdo it — Which to me feems the 
weakeft Thing in the World, and is the 
firongeft Argument, why we fhould do it 
alfo; forthefe Reafons, which is all 1 thall 
fay to it. 


1. If the Dutch cleanfe their Spices, and 
have brqught themto a Reputation by 
it, it is an unanfwerable Reafon, why 
we fhould do the fame by fuch Drugs, 
Dye-Stuffs, &c. as do not come to us 
from them, and are yet uncleanfed, 

2» To fay the Dutch do cleanfe their 
Spices, is an Argument for us to re- 
view thems fince itis moft certain, 
that all crue packing and right pre- 
paring Goods is occafion’d by the Cer- 
tainty of their being view'd again at 
every Market, and if once they come 
toknew, thit we take them at Hazard 
without Garbliog, it is juft telling 
them, they need not trouble themfelves 
to do it—— And to fay we need not 
garble, becaufe of the Reputation of 
the Dutch, istofay, Ineed nor tel) my 
Money, becaufe he wasan hone Man 
hac paid me. 


When I have alfo noted, thac all the 
C€omplainers, I fee, againft chis Office, are 
{uch as feem to want a Liberty to fell Goods 
uninipeated, which in Englifb, isa Licence 
for afraudulent Trade; Ino more wonder 
at the Clamoug being very great. 

How far the Lord-Mayor, and Common. 
Council, and fair Merchants may think 
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themfelves unconcern’d in this Affair, is 
not for me to determine, or to fay, they 
negle& their Duty in it, and the Oath of a 
Freeman 3 but this I may fay, after they 
have letc ic off, they ought no more to 
weigh our Bread, or gage our Pots, try our 
Meafures, or infpeét our Markets, and all 
onc Corn-Meters and Coal-Meters Places 
way be levell’d as publick Grievances, and 
ought to be petition’d againft upon the 
fame Foot. 

And now Jam talking of Garbling, I wifh, 
the H.... of C......~ would litten to a 
Projeét of Mine— What think you, Gentle- 
men, of a Garbling- Office for the whole Na- 
tion ? —Blets us, what Work would this 
make among us, efpecially if inrpartially 
executed! If the Uaclean were to be taken 
out from among the Clean, the Goats part- 
ed from the Sheep, whata little little Come 
pany of convertible People fhculd we have 
among us Whart Work would this 
Gartling office make, and what fhould they 
deem as the Soil among the Spice, whac 
fhould they call Unmerchantable. ——_—. 

Should they determine to pitch upon 
Parts, and: fall upon Species—and really 
garble us thoroughly, what a Condition 
thould we be left in ? 

When from Courts were taken our Flat- 
teries, from Parties the Intrigues, from 
P....+.+. the Briberies, from Counfellors 
the Faétions, from the Fleet rhe Cowaré¢s, 
from the Army the Faggots, from the Cler- 
gy the Erroneous, from the Laity the Im- 
moral, from-our Gentry the Debauch’d, 
from the Commonalty the Brutal, from the 
Men the Fops, from the Women the Whores, 
from the Court the Beaus, from the Town 
the Cuckolds 3 blefs us, what Work would 
a Garbling-Office make among us ! 

They fay, this Garbling is begun already 
among us 5 a little Time will fhew us, how 
far it will proceed ; let it go through us all, 
fay I, and we fhall the foover find out the 
the Bottom of all our Misfortunes, efpecial- 
ly if the Garbling Officers are very im- 
partial. : 
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